Participant name

William Higginson

Affiliation 


Queen's University    william.higginson@queensu.ca

Title of summary
MathImageNation: Flickr and YouTube Meet the Mathematical Louvre: Musings on the Possibility of a Web 2.0 Gallery of Mathematical Images.

Target audience

General - but with teachers a high-profile subgroup

Timeframe


Flexible

Relevant field of math
Any with a visual embodiment (nearly all?)

One or two paragraphs of summary description: 

This offering has something of the flavo(u)r of those early September chores of yore, the compulsory English-class essay on "What I did on my Summer Holiday". I know that I have been asked to say something but I'm not quite sure what, but perhaps a few scattered thoughts might be acceptable and at least give a pointer to some of the areas of interest of one conference participant.

The general background for these speculations is a request to do some work later this year with a group of international colleagues on the theme of "Mathematics and Public Art".  Among the possibilities that have come to mind in a primitive form - to coin an awkward phrase to try to capture an idea - MathImageNation.

I'm aware of certain influences contributing to these thoughts. In no particular order some of these are:

- the exceptionally rapid growth and popularity of Web 2.0, user-generated, 'participatory' sites - my own antiquated tastes  lean to LibraryThing and Wordie, but Flickr and YouTube are probably better examples for this idea;


- David Eppstein's Junkyard  (Geometric Version);


- Neil Sloane's OEIS


- some of the short offerings of the National Film Board of Canada 30 to 40 years ago, as, for example, Norman McLaren's work;

-
the work of the Fields Institute sponsored symposia directed by George Gadanidis at the University of Western Ontario over the past four years on themes like Mathematical Narrative, and Digital Mathematical Performance.

- 
the products (books, curriculum materials, and television programs) of the very creative English group of some three decades ago, Leapfrogs .
As will be clear by now there is no real sense here at this point about exactly what might emerge from this combination of influences or how it might be generated. However, given a collection of individuals with the cumulative experience, talent and imagination we will be bringing to Banff, it is perhaps not unreasonable to think that some interesting possibilities might be constructed. I look forward to our deliberations on these and other themes.

